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TOWN OF WENHAM 
138 Main Street 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of April 27, 2020 

 

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday April 27, 2020 at 7 PM virtually through 
Zoom.us meeting 989 2906 8911.  

The Conservation Commission's role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission 
derives its authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the 
watershed resources of the community. The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Selectmen. 
Conservation Commission 3-year terms: M. Novak (2020); A. Syed (2020); L. Maestranzi (2021); K. Whittaker (2021); P. 
Colarusso (2022); M. Reid (2022); J. Ham (2022)  
 
Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Commissioners present; Phil Colarusso, Chair; Jeffrey Ham; Ken Whittaker: Michael Novak; Malcolm Reid (L-7:30pm); Leo 
Maestranzi; Asma Syed 
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator; Margarette Hoffman, Planning Coordinator 
Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
• Identify that this is a virtual meeting, the meeting is being recorded, identify all attendees  
 In response to the Covid19 Virus pandemic, the Massachusetts Governor closed all non-essential businesses and issued stay at home advisory.  
To comply with the Governor’s orders that there be no gatherings, this meeting took place virtually. 
Mr. Colarusso identified that that the meeting was being audio recorded, and that all votes would be taken by roll call vote in accordance with 940 
CMR 29.10 for remote participation.  
 
Public Hearing: Notice of Intent  
Applicant: Pedro and Christina DaSilva 
Location: 27 Larch Row, Wenham MA (Map 20, Lot 2) 
Project: The construction of an addition, a porch and a deck within jurisdictional proximity to the Wetland Resource Areas 
located at 27 Larch Row.  
 Application and Site Plans for 27 Larch Row dated March 5, 2020 
 Public Hearing Notice - Ms. Berry read the public hearing announcement as printed in the HW Chronicle on April 9, 

2020. 
 DEP no. 326-074 
 Abutter notification receipts received. 

 
Bill Manuell, Wetlands & Land Management, Inc. was present and spoke on the application on behalf of the applicant.  
Christina DaSilva was also present. 
Mr. Manuell reviewed that he flagged the wetlands at 25 Larch Row earlier this year and continued the delineation southerly to 
the rear of the property to the intermittent stream; the flags and proposed work were identified on the plan.  The 100-foot 
buffer zone of the intermittent stream goes through the southern side of the proposed addition. All work occurs in existing 
maintained areas of the property i.e. driveway/grass with the nearest point of work being 86 feet to the wetland; this area is 
level. Mr. Manuell stated that the erosion control barrier would be positioned off the existing house and around the work site. 
There are no additional bedrooms and the septic is appropriate for the house. 
 
The meeting was open for comments questions from the commission. 
Mr. Whittaker questioned the fence and was told this was one dimensional and a straight line for privacy along Larch Row. 
Mr. Novak observed the addition almost doubles the impervious surface and questioned mitigation, noting the water run off 
will impact the wetlands. 
The commissioners agreed on a site visit Friday, May 1 at 4 pm. 
VOTE:  The commissioners voted unanimously by roll call vote to continue the hearing for 25 Larch Row to a date certain of May 11, 2020 at 7 pm 
in town hall. 
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Administrative Business:  

•  Discuss Spring Hill erosion control and review updated plan  
 Updated Plans - Erosion control  
 Present for this discussion:  

o Project Design Engineer Hayes Engineering - Tony Capachietti, Project Manager  
o Consulting Engineer Weston & Sampson - William Blais, Senior Engineer  
o Developer Dan Ouellette 
o Abutter Glen Low, Dodges Row 
o Albert Ellis, Builder/Project Manager 

 
The Project Design Engineer Tony Capachietti and Consulting Engineer for the Town William Blais confirmed they met today 
on site at Spring Hill.  Mr. Capachietti noted there has been a few rain storms since the last meeting and erosion control has 
been observed.  Mr. Capachietti confirmed 2/3 of the erosion control tasks have been completed as specified. The gutters and 
dams were checked again today and are working.  
Mr. Blais identified that the contractor is making good headway with the erosion control and less sediment if getting to the catch 
basins.  He recommended at least one additional meeting to complete the inspection before signing off on the Cease & Desist 
Order issued by the Commission at their last meeting on April 13, 2020. 

Ms. Hoffman confirmed half the requested amount for the third-party review has been received with the balance to be paid in 
May 2020.  There is sufficient funding to pay Weston & Sampson at this time.  

The hearing was open to the public. 

Glen Low provided additional photos from the Spring Hill Development and asked to speak on those images.  His photos were 
from September 2018, prior to construction, and he alleged they showed lack of containment of the soils showing mud flow 
into the watershed.  One image compared the topography before and after the Spring Hill project showing the vast removal of 
trees, contributing to the erosion, and the steep road, suggested by Mr. Low to be 11% grade, therefore impacting the run off at 
a greater rate.  Mr. Low included the EPA Storm Water Management Construction Activities as a reference. 
Ms. Hoffman noted that the Spring Hill Project has Storm Water Prevention Plan as part of the project management plan on 
file.  She said the property was staked out and walked before the clearing of the lots. 
This project had superseding order and it was believed DEP and Salem Beverly Water Board would be more involved; this was 
not the town’s responsibility with a superseding order. 
 
The Chairman recognized Albert Ellis who called in from the site and said the water running off the site (at the time of his call) 
he was witnessing was clear. 
 
Mr. Colarusso wanted the site monitored during a few more storms before the erosion was considered resolved. 
He asked for at least one commissioner be present at the site meeting on Thursday. 
 
Mr. Blais also responded that his review of Spring Hill has been over the past few years including last November when Mr. Low 
raised his concerns.  The additional site visits and holding the developer accountable were important and although he was not 
disputing what has been seen in the reservoir, it is not conclusive this is from the Spring Hill site.  Mr. Blais observed that the 
bottom of the Spring Hill driveway still needs to be fixed; this will also improve the situation.  Sediment to this property goes to 
the drainage swale, then to culvert and the water is getting clear in his observation; the sediment flow into the reservoir needs to 
be tracked and identified.  
 
Mr. Maestranzi opined that this project should have been in front of the commission prior to this and briefly reviewed that the 
project went to DEP when the commission could not provide a quorum for the application. 
He thought the approved plans were liberal and required no monitoring of the reservoir and no bond; this should have been in 
place from the beginning until it was proven that the site was stable and there was no adverse impact to the conservation 
commission’s jurisdiction.  
It was noted there is a $406,00 bond in place, but Ms. Hoffman explained this bond was for the Planning Board for the release 
of lots if the developer leaves the project and the town takes over. She added that the Water Resource Bylaw does give the 
commission the ability to request a bond from the developer.  
 
Mr. Colarusso reminded the commissioners to follow social distancing at their site visits and to wear facial covering. 
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• Approve Meeting Minutes April 13, 2020 
Vote: The commissioners voted unanimously by roll call vote to approve the minutes of April 13, 2020. 
 
•    Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
 
The next meeting is May 11, 2020. 
 
• Adjourn:  The commissioners voted unanimously by roll call vote to adjourn at 8:13 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
4.28.2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


